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Hadith of “I ask You for Your companionship in Paradise”:

A Problem, Response, and Guidance
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Abstract: The study aims to authenticate (trace) the hadith of Rabi‘ah ibn Ka‘b al-Aslami (may
Allah be pleased with him) “I ask You for Your companionship in Paradise” and to answer the
apparent difficulty attributed to the wording of the hadith in Muslim, and to point out some of
the indications and guidance that may be derived from the hadith. The study consists of an
introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, and indexes. The study follows an analytical and
inferential approach. The study concluded with some important findings including: possible
interpretation of the Hadith as “I ask You for Your companionship in Paradise™: i.e., “I ask You
to intercede for me with Your Lord (so that I might be freed from the Fire), or [ ask You to guide
me and show me a deed which, if I perform it, will make me Your companion in Paradise.” Also,
that calling a particular act a part of the worship indicates that this part is necessary
(indispensable) to that worship. The study pointed out the great reward of voluntary (nafl) prayer,
and that it is among the causes (indeed one of the important causes) of accompanying the Prophet
in Paradise.

Keywords: I ask you, companionship, Paradise, problem, response, guidance.
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